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Our mechanized world is only explainable through figures, letters and signs, and accordingly this is 

what our mind is schooled for. 

The universe of figures rules the natural sciences, the words enable communication, and foreign 

language problems we overcome with pictograms. 

Music and colours are sideliners. The world can function without them. 

The Czech philosopher Vilém Flusser (1921 - 1991) brought the colour code into discussion as an 

extension to or even as a partial substitute for the figure code and particularly in regards to the 

language code. The colour code could broaden the code for logic and thereby create a new cultural 

level. 

The figure code, according to Flusser, describes quantities and means rational thinking, where else a 

colour code describes qualities and means 'opens up to experience' or makes the thinking available to 

the senses. 



Several generations of artists are already at it, trying to decipher this colour code, and use it in their 

works as a new language. 

With the help of colour psychology and an empirical progress of new painting a new type of expression 

gets created. This is not a rational language, meaning a language not ascertainable through head and 

intellect, but a communication through feelings. 

It is not a language of clear definitions, it is not a philosophical discussion, it is a language of what can 

not be told, it is the language of empathy. 

This new language should establish itself not only in regards to art and music, but also accessible to 

anyone it should become an everyday language and open up new dimensions of quality of life for 

people and expand awareness. 

It could be the start of a new culture in which the colour red is not only expression of a negative 

balance. 

 

 


